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DIRECTOR OF FUBLICATIONS ADMINISTRATION
ANNOUNCES NEW PUBLICATION POLICIES

Peiping, 17 July (Hsin-hua) -~ Hu Yu-chih, director of the Publicationz
Administration of the Central People's government, at & conference in Peipinvg
of Peiping and Tientsin publishers, discussed some of the problems encountered
by and existing between government and private publishing agencies and an-
pounced the measures the government has adopted to deal with them. The prin-
cipal points of his talk were as follows:

As of March 1950, incomplete data indicate that in 11 of the principal
cities of the country, there are 1,057 concerns publishing end selling publi-
cations. Of these, 269 firms themselves prepered, print, and lssue various
types of publications; 19 are government agencies, including the headquarters
and five tranches of the Hein-hua Publisghing Compeny, six are joint public
and private concerns, and 244 are privete concerns, There are 788 concerns
engaged :0lely in the distribution and sale of publications. Of these, 16 are
government agencies, seven are joint public and private agencies, and 765 are

private concerns.

In addition, a large number of bookstores, and some publishers, for which
no relisble figures are available are operating in the medium and small clties
and among ithe military orgenizations. In the entire country, the Hsin-hua
Publishing Compeny has altogether 9h5 places of buslness, large and smell, av-
eraging one place of business to every two hsien. The great majority of them
have been opened within the past l—;: years. Because of this rapid development,
not only the variety and quality of the company's products but also its dis-
tribution network reveal imperfections which must be overcome.

Government agencies have been able +o sell from 10,000 to 50,000 copies
each of their new publications, which ere chiefly political writings. Private
concerns find little or no demand for the majority of their publications, the
sales of which range from only 2,000 up to 10,000 copies each. Thus & number
of the comparatively larger private concerns are far from prosperocus. Further-
more, there is virtuelly no systematic and intelligently guided choice of the
type of books which the times demand. These and other related conditions call

for a change. Geig iﬁE“T‘AL
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Chief smong the defects and wvesknesses of the publishing and distributing
industry sre i*s disorganization, the »1ind menner in which its activities are
underteken and prosecuted, and +he unsatisfactory relations existing between
the government and private puklishing agencies 7o soive these problems, the
Puhiications Administration has adopted the following policiess

1. Beach a reasgonable adjustment of the relations between government and
private publishivg sgencies.

2. &eparste the publishing and distritution functions, and develop &
trend toward speciszlizatioun ir publications.

ith regard to the former, improved relaticns and conditions are to be
sough* by the Publications Administration ip accord vith Articles 26, 30 and
31 of the Common Program. Aid will te given to private enterprises in the
form of supply of materiales, technical ejuipment, unrestricted market, fa-
vorable working conditicns, faverahle financial policies, etc. By working
out & scheme of arganirzation, wherein there is a division of work wvith mutual
cooperation, each party may derive +he tenefits to which 1t 1g legitimately
entitled. This pelicy is dictated by the fact that the government realizes
that it alome cannot supply the putiic’'s demand for publicatione, and must
have the assistance of private enterprise, particularly in distrivution.

Concerning the second policy, 1t has been decided to work toward the
separation of the publishing, distribution, and zale functions, with the
government agencies graduslly doing mest of the editing and publishing and
the private concerns gradually doing less of the publizhing =znd most of the
dietrivution and retail selling. This policy 3oes not call for a sudden
change or a hard and fagt diwvision of function by which private concerns are
entirely excluded frou editing and putlicshing activities. 1In fact, govern-
ment agencies may asaist certain private concerns in selecting subject mat-
ter to be publishked and in the preparing and editing of texts by agsigning
to their staffe personnel qualified to supply the proper kind of advice and
assiztsnce.

As for specialization, the {jea iz that substantial economies may be ef-
fected snd superior output may e produced ny agencies specializing in a par-
riewlar class or Lype of publicaticn, quch as political writings, history,
philosophy, cconowics, engineering end vechnicel materisl, medical and health
information, art, mape, and charts, and various kinds of textbooks.
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